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GOLF CUP SLEEVE 

Related Application 

This application is a continuation under 37 CFR 1.53(b) of U.S. 
Nonprovisional Application Serial No. 09/369,529, filed August 6, 1999, which 
application is incorporated herein by reference. 

Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates generally to golf cups. More particularly, it 
pertains to a sleeve for a golf cup. 



15 Background of the Invention 

In preparing a golf green, a hole is cored into the ground which receives the 
golf ball therein. Various cups have been inserted into the ground to preserve the 
shape of the hold and to hold a flag. One example of a cup inserted into the hole is a 
plastic cup. The plastic cup has several drawbacks, however. For instance, the 

20 plastic cup cracks and/or discolors and must be changed regularly during the golfing 
season. To see the golf cup, the plastic cup is created in white which allows for 
clear visibility. However, the white plastic becomes dirty easily and must be 
changed to provide a fresh appearance for the course. To change the cup, the entire 
cup is removed from the ground, and generally a new hole must be cored into the 

25 ground. 

An alternative to providing a plastic cup with a shorter life, is to provide a 
metal golf cup. The metal golf cup resists cracking. To provide visibility, the 
interior of the golf cup is painted white. However, as golf ball strike the interior of 
the golf cup, the paint chips from the interior surface. This problem is exacerbated 
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as golfers strike the wall of the cup while inserting or removing the flag, or while 
using a club to remove a ball from the cup. To update the painted interior surface of 
the metal golf cup, the golf cup is removed from the ground and the interior surface 
is re-painted, which is labor intensive. 
5 Accordingly, what is needed is a cost effective manner to refresh the interior 

surface of a golf cup. 

Summary of the Invention 

A golf cup apparatus includes a golf cup comprising a cylinder which 
10 extends from a top surface to a bottom surface. In one embodiment, the golf cup is 
formed of metal. The golf cup is defined in part by a wall having an interior surface 
and an exterior surface, where the wall extends from a top surface to a bottom 
surface. In yet another embodiment is a ridge is formed on the interior surface of the 
cup to retain a sleeve therein. 
15 Disposed within the golf cup is a cup sleeve, which has a cylindrical shape 

and abuts the wall of the golf cup. The sleeve, in one embodiment, extends from top 
surface of the golf cup to the bottom surface of the golf cup, and can be coupled 
with the golf cup. In another embodiment, the sleeve extends partially between the 
top surface and the bottom surface of the golf cup, where, optionally, a top portion 
20 of the sleeve is substantially aligned with the top surface of the golf cup. 

The sleeve is formed of a molded or extruded plastic material, where the 
sleeve is severable, and thereby removable from the golf cup. In one embodiment, 
the sleeve includes a line of weakness and/or a notch. In another embodiment, a top 
sleeve is coupled with a top portion of the cup sleeve, and the top sleeve disposed 
25 above the golf cup. In yet another embodiment, the sleeve has a conical shape 
where a first end has a larger diameter than a second end. 

In another embodiment, a golf cup apparatus includes a metal golf cup 
including flag retention features therein and comprising a cylinder which extends 
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from a top surface to a bottom surface. The golf cup is defined in part by a wall 
having an interior surface and an exterior surface, where the wall extends from a top 
surface to a bottom surface. The metal golf cup includes sleeve retention features 
which comprise an annular ridge formed on the interior surface of the cup. 
5 Disposed within the golf cup is a cup sleeve, which has a cylindrical shape 

and abuts the wall of the golf cup. The sleeve, in one embodiment, extends from top 
surface of the golf cup to the bottom surface of the golf cup, and is coupled with the 
golf cup. 

The sleeve is formed of a molded or extruded plastic material, where the 

10 sleeve is severable, and thereby removable from the golf cup. In one embodiment, a 
top sleeve is coupled with a top portion of the cup sleeve, and the top sleeve 
disposed above the golf cup. In yet another embodiment, the sleeve has a conical 
shape where a first end has a larger diameter than a second end. 

In yet another embodiment, a method is discussed for refreshing a golf cup 

15 having a first cup sleeve therein, the first cup sleeve including a severable cup sleeve 
disposed within the golf cup, the severable cup sleeve comprising a plastic cylinder 
defined in part by an outer surface, the plastic cylinder disposed within the golf cup 
such that the outer surface of the plastic cylinder rests against an interior surface of 
the golf cup in an interference fit, the severable cup sleeve extending from a first end 

20 to a second end, the first end disposed at the top surface of the golf cup, and the 
second end disposed at the bottom surface of the golf cup. The method for 
refreshing includes removing the first cup sleeve from the golf cup, wherein the first 
cup is removed by severing at least a portion of the first cup sleeve. A second cup 
sleeve is inserted into the golf cup, where the second cup sleeve having a tapered 

25 cylindrical shape. 

Advantageously, the plastic sleeve allows for the interior surface of the metal 
golf cup to be maintained in a fresh condition, for instance, of a white color with 
minimal ball marks. When the plastic sleeve becomes marred or discolored, the 
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sleeve is severed and easily removed. A new sleeve is installed in the golf cup, and 
the interior surface of the golf cup has a neat and clean appearance. Maintenance of 
the plastic sleeve is not labor intensive, and is an inexpensive alternative to painting 
the interior surface of the metal golf cup. In addition, the conical shape of the cup 
5 sleeve aids in installation of the cup sleeve within the golf cup. The conical shape 
allows for the sleeves to be stacked more compactly for shipping. 

These and other embodiments, aspects, advantages, and features of the 
present invention will be set forth in part in the description which follows, and in 
part will become apparent to those skilled in the art by reference to the following 
10 description of the invention and referenced drawings or by practice of the invention. 
The aspects, advantages, and features of the invention are realized and attained by 
means of the instrumentalities, procedures, and combinations particularly pointed 
out in the appended claims and their equivalents. 

15 Brief Description of the Drawings 



Figure 1A 



is a perspective view illustrating a golf cup sleeve 
constructed in accordance with one embodiment of the 
present invention. 

is a perspective view illustrating a golf cup sleeve 



Figure IB 



20 



constructed in accordance with one embodiment of the 



Figure 1C 



present invention. 

is a perspective view illustrating a golf cup sleeve 
constructed in accordance with one embodiment of the 
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Figure 2A 



present invention. 

is a cross-section view illustrating a golf cup apparatus 
constructed in accordance with one embodiment of the 



present invention. 
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Figure 2B is a cross-section view illustrating a golf cup apparatus 

constructed in accordance with one embodiment of the 

present invention. 
Figure 3 is a cross-section view illustrating a golf cup apparatus 
5 constructed in accordance with one embodiment of the 

present invention. 
Figure 4 is a cross-section view illustrating a golf cup apparatus 

constructed in accordance with one embodiment of the 

present invention. 

10 Figure 5 is a perspective view illustrating a golf cup sleeve 

constructed in accordance with one embodiment of the 
present invention. 
Figure 6 is a cross-section view illustrating a golf cup apparatus 
constructed in accordance with one embodiment of the 

1 5 present invention. 



Description of the Embodiments 

In the following detailed description, reference is made to the 
accompanying drawings which form a part hereof, and in which is shown by way of 

20 illustration specific embodiments in which the invention may be practiced. These 
embodiments are described in sufficient detail to enable those skilled in the art to 
practice the invention, and it is to be understood that other embodiments maybe 
utilized and that structural changes may be made without departing from the scope 
of the present invention. Therefore, the following detailed description is not to be 

25 taken in a limiting sense, and the scope of the present invention is defined by the 
appended claims and their equivalents. 

A cup sleeve is shown in Figures 1A - 1C, and includes a replaceable sleeve 
for a golf cup (See Figures 2, 3, 4, and 6). In one embodiment, the cup sleeve 100 
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extends from a first end 102 to a second end 104, and comprises a cylinder. In 
another embodiment, as shown in Figure 2B, the cup sleeve 100 comprises a 
conical shape, such that a diameter at the first end 102 is larger than a diameter at 
the second end 104. The cup sleeve 100 is formed of a plastic material, for 
5 instance, of an extrusion process. Alternatively, the cup sleeve 100 can be formed 
of other materials and/or processes, such as molding. 

In yet another embodiment, the cup sleeve 100 is adapted to be severable. 
The cup sleeve 100 is severable in a number of manners, such as, but not limited to, 
the cup sleeve 100 having a line of weakness 1 12, as shown in Figure IB. The line 

10 of weakness provides a weakened section of the sleeve 100 which allows the sleeve 
100 to be severable, for example, without having to sever the entire sleeve with a 
cutting tool. In one embodiment, the line of weakness 1 12 extends from the top 
surface 102 to the bottom surface 104. Alternatively, the line of weakness 1 12 can 
extend partially between the top surface 102 and the bottom surface 104. In 

15 another embodiment, as shown in Figure 1C, the cup sleeve 100 includes a notch 
1 12. The notch 1 12 allows for a tool, such as a screwdriver, to be inserted therein. 
The tool is twisted or rotated to split at least a portion of the cup sleeve 100 so that 
it is easily removable from the golf cup, as further discussed below. Optionally, the 
cup sleeve 100 includes a notch 1 12 and a line of weakness 116. As mentioned 

20 above, the cup sleeve 100 is for use with a golf cup 300 (Figure 2 A). The cup 
sleeve 100, in another embodiment, further comprises a top sleeve as further 
discussed below. 

As shown in Figures 2A, 3B, and 3, the golf cup 300, in one embodiment, is 
similar to conventional golf cups and comprises a generally cylindrical structure 
25 which fits within a hole 340 in the ground. The golf cup 300 is installed within the 
hole 340 of the ground such that a portion of earth 320 is disposed above the golf 
cup 300, as further discussed below. The golf cup 300 extends from a top end 302 
to a bottom end 304, and having an intermediate portion 306 therebetween. The 
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golf cup 300, in one embodiment is a metal golf cup, and is defined by an interior 
surface 308 and an exterior surface 310. When disposed within the hole 340, the 
exterior surface 3 10 of the golf cup 300 is adjacent to a wall of the hole 340. 
The cup sleeve 100 is disposed within the golf cup 300. In one 
5 embodiment, as shown in Figure 2A, the cup sleeve 100 extends from the top end 
302 to the bottom end 304 of the golf cup 300 such that the first end 102 of the cup 
sleeve 100 is adjacent to the top end 302 and the second end 104 is adjacent to the 
bottom end 304. The cup sleeve 100, when installed within the golf cup 300, is 
adjacent to the interior surface 308 of the golf cup 300. As shown in Figure 2B, in 

10 another embodiment, the cup sleeve 100 has a tapered, conical shape. 

In another embodiment, the cup sleeve 100 partially extends between the 
top end 302 and the bottom end 304 of the golf cup 300 such that the cup sleeve 
100 is disposed at an intermediate portion 306 of the golf cup 300. In yet another 
embodiment, the first end 102 of the cup sleeve 100 is aligned with the top end 302 

15 of the golf cup 300, and the cup sleeve 100 partially extends between the top end 
302 and the bottom end 304, as shown in Figure 3. 

Figure 4 illustrates yet another embodiment of a golf cup apparatus 400. 
The golf cup apparatus includes a cup sleeve 410 and a golf cup 430. The cup 
sleeve 410 includes a replaceable sleeve which extends from a first end 402 to a 

20 second end 404, and comprises a cylinder. The cup sleeve 410 is replaceable, for 
example, as it is severable, as discussed above. In another embodiment, the cup 
sleeve 400 comprises a conical shape, such that a diameter at the first end 402 is 
larger than a diameter at the second end 404 (See Figure 2B). The cup sleeve 400 
is formed of a plastic material, for instance, of an extrusion process. Alternatively, 

25 the cup sleeve 400 can be formed of other materials and/or processes, such as 

molding. In yet another embodiment, the cup sleeve 400 is adapted to be severable, 
as discussed above. 
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The golf cup 430 is installed within a hole 440 of the ground such that a 
portion of earth 420 is disposed above the golf cup 430. The golf cup 430 extends 
from a top end 432 to a bottom end 434, and having an intermediate portion 436 
therebetween. The golf cup 430, in one embodiment is a metal golf cup, and is 
5 defined by an interior surface 438 and an exterior surface 439. When disposed 
within the hole 440, the exterior surface 439 of the golf cup 430 is adjacent to a 
wall of the hole 440. Adjacent to the top end 432 of golf cup 430 includes a ridge 
431. In one embodiment, the ridge 43 1 is an annular ridge and extends completely 
around the interior surface 438 of the golf cup 430. In another embodiment, the 
10 ridge 43 1 extends partially around the interior surface 438 of the golf cup 430. hi 
yet another embodiment, a plurality of ridges are provided. The ridge 431 provides 
an extension which is adapted to retain the cup sleeve 410 within the golf cup 430. 

The cup sleeve 410 is disposed within the golf cup 430. The cup sleeve 410 
extends from the top end 432 to the bottom end 434 of the golf cup 430 such that 
15 the first end 402 of the cup sleeve 410 is adjacent to the top end 432 and the second 
end 404 is adjacent to the bottom end 434. The cup sleeve 410, when installed 
within the golf cup 430, is adjacent to the interior surface 438 of the golf cup 430. 

Figures 5 and 6 illustrate yet another embodiment of a golf cup apparatus 
500. The golf cup apparatus 500 includes a cup sleeve 510 and a golf cup 530. 
20 The cup sleeve 5 1 0 includes a first sleeve portion 509 which extends from a first 
end 502 to a second end 504, and comprises a cylinder. The cup sleeve 510 is 
replaceable, for example, as it is severable, as discussed above. In another 
embodiment, the cup sleeve 500 comprises a conical shape, such that a diameter at 
the first end 502 is larger than a diameter at the second end 504. The cup sleeve 
25 500 is formed of a plastic material, for instance, of an extrusion process. 

Alternatively, the cup sleeve 500 can be formed of other materials and/or processes, 
such as molding. 
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The cup sleeve 500 further includes a top sleeve 505, forming a second 
sleeve portion 508. The top sleeve 505 is coupled at the first end 502 of the first 
sleeve portion 509. The top sleeve 505 has a cylindrical shape and has a larger 
diameter than the first sleeve portion 509, as shown in Figure 6. The top sleeve 
5 505, in one embodiment, is severable along with the first sleeve portion 509. In 
one embodiment, a transition portion 507 is disposed between the top sleeve 505 
and the first sleeve portion 509. The transition portion 507, in one embodiment, is 
disposed transverse to the first sleeve portion 509. In another embodiment, the 
transition portion 507 is tapered between the first sleeve portion 509 and the second 

10 sleeve portion 508. 

The golf cup 530 is installed within a hole 540 of the ground such that a 
portion of earth 520 is disposed above the golf cup 530. The golf cup 530 extends 
from a top end 532 to a bottom end 534, and having an intermediate portion 536 
therebetween. The golf cup 530, in one embodiment is a metal golf cup, and is 

15 defined by an interior surface 538 and an exterior surface 539. When disposed 
within the hole 540, the exterior surface 539 of the golf cup 530 is adjacent to a 
wall of the hole 540. Adjacent to the top end 532 of golf cup 530 is a top surface 
533 of the golf cup 530. In one embodiment, the top surface 533 is disposed 
transverse to the exterior surface 539. In another embodiment, the top surface 533 

20 is tapered. 

The cup sleeve 510 is disposed within the golf cup 530 such that the first 
sleeve portion 509 is disposed within the golf cup 530 and the second sleeve 
portion 508 is disposed adjacent to the top surface 533 of the golf cup 530. The 
second sleeve portion 508 extends away from the top surface 533 of the golf cup 
25 530 and away from the first sleeve portion 509. The first sleeve portion 509 

extends from the top end 532 to the bottom end 534 of the golf cup 530 such that 
the first end 502 of the first sleeve portion 509 is adjacent to the top end 532 and 
the second end 504 is adjacent to the bottom end 534. Optionally, the cup sleeve 
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510 and or the golf cup 530 further include sleeve retention features, such as those 
discussed and shown above. 

The golf cup is refreshed, for example, by conducting the following steps. 
The cup sleeve is removed from the golf cup, for example, by severing the cup 
5 sleeve and lifting the cup sleeve from the golf cup. A new cup sleeve is placed into 
the golf cup and forced therein. In one embodiment, the cup sleeve is forced until 
the cup sleeve is placed into an interference fit within the golf cup. In another 
embodiment, the cup sleeve is forced until the cup sleeve snap-fits with mating 
features of the golf cup. It should be noted, however, that the mating features could 

10 be reversed between the cup sleeve and the golf cup, and are not limited to the 
embodiments discussed above. It should also be noted that features from a 
particular embodiment can be interchanged with those of other discussed 
embodiments, and are considered within the scope of the invention. 

Advantageously, the plastic sleeve allows for the interior surface of the 

15 metal golf cup to be maintained in a fresh condition, for instance, of a white color 
with minimal ball marks. When the plastic sleeve becomes marred or discolored, 
the sleeve is severed and easily removed. A new sleeve is installed in the golf cup, 
and the interior surface of the golf cup has a neat and clean appearance. 
Maintenance of the plastic sleeve is not labor intensive, and is an inexpensive 

20 alternative to painting the interior surface of the metal golf cup. In addition, the 
conical shape of the cup sleeve aids in installation of the cup sleeve within the golf 
cup. The conical shape allows for the sleeves to be stacked more compactly for 
shipping. 

It is to be understood that the above description is intended to be 
25 illustrative, and not restrictive. Many other embodiments will be apparent to 

those of skill in the art upon reading and understanding the above description. The 
scope of the invention should, therefore, be determined with reference to the 
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appended claims, along with the full scope of equivalents to which such claims 
entitled. 
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